Vadose Zone Implications

The K values we measured for humic acid and kaolinite indicate that the amount of air-water interface-associated
colloids is of the same order as that in suspension in partially-saturated soils (under similar solution chemistries). This
result indicates that colloid partitioning at air-water interfaces of partially-saturated porous media can be much more

significant than previously recognized.

\What fraction of mobile colloids
reside at air-water interfaces?
Previously, no methods were
available to answer this.

Now, our research makes
it possible to determine
partition coefficients of
different types of colloids
at air-water interfaces.
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